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THERFE'S never been a more
unfashionable time toown
a supercar; In these green-
aware days it just isn’t cool
toconunute towork ornip
to the supermarketina
gas-guzzling berrari,

But there is a way to
S00T he '\. our conscience
without i.l.tl!.HH., backon
horsepower: join a super-

car club. Since former F1
world champion Damon
Hill helped set up Surrey-
based P1 International in
2000, the idea of investing
i an automotive time-
share has really takenofl.

For Londoners, one of the
most convenient chibs 1s
ecurie2s, named afrer the
French word forstable.

It is based by the Old
Street roundabout , near
Shoreditch, and hasafleet
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of 17 cars. For a one-oftjoin-
ing fee of £750 and an an-

nual
£9.200, members are enti-
tled to an average of 40 su-
percardriving daysayear.

Today, the company has
172 members, with an aver-
age age of 40, It's no sur-
prise that most members
work in and around the
City, and carn more than
£100,000 a year.

In order to research this

subscription of

article, I thoughtitwasim-
portant that I sample the
experience of driving the
sort of car that most of us
can never hope toown.
After perusing the listof
available models, I passed
over the Bentley Continen-
tal GT convertible and the
Porsche 911 Turboin favour
ofa berrari 1430 Spider F1.
Apartfrom havinga4.3
litre engine, 483 brake
horsepower and a top

WHAT'S YOUR ("
FAVOURITE ...
SPORTS CAR? [

speedof 196mph, it hasone
ol those buttons that you
press to put the roofdown.
Naturally, it was every-
thing it promised tobe.

“Many of our members
have sold their sportscars”
says marketing direcror
Flora Heathcote. “They
either use smaller carsfor
everyday use or public
transport. They use us
when they need something
a bit more special.”
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