Integrale hits BerkshideCIassic Drive
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We take in a dose of royal history and experience
a four-wheeled legend for ourselves

oming up to Windsor Castle,
‘ there are police everywhere,

controlling the crowds who are
enjoying a rare moment of summer
sunshine. Clearly they're waiting for
something signi cant to happen, but it
looks uncannily like they're here to see
me and Carlin drive past in the Integrale.

Sadly not, though —and it's not Liz

popping home for a cup of tea and some
cucumber sandwiches, either. Turns out
it's the daily changing of the guard. But
even pootling through town, driving an
Integrale can do that to you. It feels like
an event in its own right.
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driving ability. Finding roads within

reach of London that will enable me to

put that reputation to the test has proved
an interesting exercise, but nd them |
have. Time to see what the Lancia can do.

FAMILY
AFFAIR

The Delta shared its
platform with the
Fiat Ritmo (Strada in

the UK). It was
launched in 1979
and was Car of the
Year in 1980.

Straining at the leash

Having met Carlin at Club GT's
headquarters off Baker Street, our rst
task is to get out of London. I'd heard
various horror stories about the driving
position in this age of Italian car, but
getting comfy isn't a problem. The
steering wheel is set at a slightly bus-like
angle, but that’s not the end of the world.
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This circular route lies just outside the M25, regular meetings, and there are a

and starts near junction six of the M4 at number of world-class golf courses

Windsor Castle (www.royalcollection. nearby. If you need to keep the kids

org.uk ). At its southern end, down by happy, Legoland www.legoland.co.uk )

Sunningdale, you're only about 12-15 miles  is near Windsor.

from the wonderful Brooklands Museum. With London on your doorstep,
The castle is open daily. Last admission ~ accommodation isn't a problem,

is at 4pm between March-October, 3pm whatever your budget, but given the

from November-February. Adult admission  traf ¢ we encountered, you might be

tickets cost £14.80. best off staying further out of town...
For those of a sporting persuasion, Ascot The Magna Carta memorial is just

Racecourseyww.ascot.co.uk ) hosts south of Old Windsor on the A308.
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Far left

Whether you're
pressing on or not,
the little Integrale
has a enormous
range of abilities.
Left

Pomp and
circumstance. We
arrived in Windsor
just in time for the
daily changing of
the guard.
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pretty much where you'd want them.
Quite how Lancia ended up with so
many dials and lights on the dash is

baf ing, though. It’s as if they gathered

up as many as possible and just ung
them at a dash to see what would stick

and where. It all seems to work, though,

which is a bonus in an Italian car.
We're soon clear of the city and

heading towards Windsor. The Integrale

behaves perfectly in traf ¢ — visibility's
good all round and it all seems very
civilised so far. | don't know why | was
expecting it to be anything else, but

those square-jawed looks suggest that

it'll be a bit of a white-knuckle ride.

So, rststop Windsor. With the castle
being such a noticeable landmark from
the M4, it’s a bit of a surprise to  nd that,

once in the town itself, it's got an ‘oh,
there it is’ quality about it. | was
expecting it to be a bit more ‘ta-dah..
Not that it isn't impressive, of course.
The site was chosen by William the
Conqueror, and it's now the oldest and

largest occupied castle in the world. The

Queen apparently spends most of her

weekends here, as well as throwing the

odd dinner party for visiting Heads of
State — that sort of thing.

Apart from the castle, Windsor’s a nice

town in its own right. It's about time for
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COME ON IN

Queen Victoria was
the first person to
open Windsor
Castle to the public.
In 1845, she
opened the State
Apartments to the
Great Unwashed.

Top

As weekend crash

pads go, Windsor

Castle is an

impressive effort.
Above right

In amongst all the

tourists, Windsor

still has a traditional

Olde Worlde charm.
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TECHNICAL SP

Lancia Delta Integrale Evo

RALLY
SUCCESS

The Integrale won
five WRC
Manufacturer’s
titles in a row from
1988-92. Miki
Biasion and Juha
Kankkunen both
won Driver's titles
with the car.

Left

There’s a tiny whiff
of understeer when
you're trying hard,
but the Integrale is
still a formidable
weapon for
covering ground.
Top right

You soon get used
to the left-hand
drive layout.

elevenses, so we nd a coffee shop in a
pedestrianised area. The various shops
and modern add-ons don't detract too
much from the historic surroundings,
which is a pleasant surprise.

Swapping sides

But we can't hang around here all day.
Going back to the Integrale, | make a
conscious effort to go to the left-hand
side of the car. 'm not doing quite so well
with the gearchange, though. At the
moment, I've gone to move the lever with
my left hand three times.

pleasant few minutes down by the
Thames watching the boats go by.

The car’s still performing admirably,
even though | haven't had the chance to
really stretch its legs yet. The ride’s rm
but not too much so, and the handling
feels secure. String a series of corners
together and the squat, boxy shape
makes it feel — in the words of Mario
Andretti — like it’s “painted to the road.”

Are you a member?
In our quest to mix Olde Worlde England
with some testing country lanes, we

*String a series of corners together and
it feels like ites painted to the roadZ

Having been to Windsor for a dose of
royal history, it seems only fair to head
towards Runnymede, where the Magna
Carta was signed, limiting the power of
the Crown. Carlin recognises the site
from one of those history programmes
where Baldrick runs around talking
about something called ‘geo- zz.

We almost drive completely past it,
which conveniently gives me the chance
to test the brakes — and dear God alive,
they're powerful. The Integrale pulls up
with no problems and we spend a

head south-west towards Sunningdale
and Virginia Water. It's fair to say that
there’s a few quid in this part of the
world. In amongst the trees you get
glimpses of vast houses and
immaculately kept golf courses. This
area is Mecca for those of the Pringle-
sweater persuasion.

While the folk at Wentworth look as
though they might shoot anyone below
the level of CEO, Sunningdale is far more
welcoming. We park up the Integrale
and watch a few people having a nice »
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BIGGER,
BETTER

The Integrale grew
out of the HF4AWD
due to Lancia’s
rallying programme.
Bigger arches
enabled bigger
wheels to be used,
while an improved
front-end design
helped cooling and
made room for a
larger turbo.
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