
Sometimes the best ideas are jeopardised 
by the tiniest things. Take our plan to 
travel down to Goodwood, for example. 

Today's Breakfast Club at the historic circuit 
is open to anyone in a soft-top, but as we 
splash out to the car at 5am, the rain's 
streaming down and I'm beginning to 
wonder if it'll be just myself and deputy 
editor James attending the event.

We needn’t have worried. Arriving at 8am, 
it's clear that parking space is already at a 
premium. The beauty of the Breakfasts is that 
you don’t know who’s going to attend, or in 
what. In the �  rst row, we count two C-type 
Jaguar replicas, a pre-war Mercedes 170, 
Citroën 2CVs, a 1961 Ford Galaxie, a Fiat 
Topolino, every model of Triumph TR, a 1947 
Packard and Cobras galore… all convertibles. 

Despite the best efforts of the British 
summer, these owners are willing to bring 
out their classics – whatever their value. And 
even better is the realisation that, even when 
everyone � nishes their breakfast and decides 
to go home, we’ve still got a jaunt along the 
South Coast to look forward to. This evening, 
more classics will be on display on 
Bournemouth’s seafront as part of the regular 
Classic Cars On The Prom meeting, so we’re 
going to make a proper day of it.

One day, two events, one convertible and 
several hundred million raindrops…

Dawn
Dusk

Words: Mike Renaut
Pics: Carlin Gerbich
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AM

Breakfast themes range from pre-1973 
classics to 1980s sportscars. The one we 
attended was ‘Soft-Top Sunday’ and was 
open to all soft-top cars. The events are 
free and non-ticket entry, but Goodwood 
strongly encourage pre-registration to 
give them an idea in advance of 
attendance numbers.

For details of future Breakfast Club 
themes, see www.goodwood.co.uk .

•I•ll come againŽ
John Jewell from Brighton brought along 
the 1972 TR6 he’s owned for three years. 
“It’s had a lot of engine work,” he says, 
“all new suspension, brakes, ignition, fuel 
system. Effectively, it’s been rebuilt. The 
body was restored about 12 years ago. 

“I intend to come to more Breakfasts, but 
this being the open-
top one, I had to 
come down. I’ve 
thoroughly enjoyed 
it and will de� nitely 
come again. It’s a 
big turnout with 
some nice cars but 
it’s getting a bit 
damp now so I’m 
going to hope the top 
stays up on the way 
back. I usually end up 
getting wet…”

Owner•s View

Full English 
breakfast 
weighed 

more than 
our car.

Healey couple were still smiling 

despite being soaked.

Only the brave, foolish or 
skilful drive a Cobra in the wet.

Mercedes SL has appropriate numberplate.

S1 Land Rover was welcomed – 
after all, it’s certainly a soft-top.

This MGA's painted 
Readymix Concrete orange…

Spaces were quickly filled 
along the pit straight.

Below: Early 
Citroën 2CV 
looked great 
with a little 
surface rust.

Owner•s View•Great that it•s freeŽ
Simon David from Farnham, Surrey, has 
owned this 1968 Alfa Spider for two years. 
“I’ve come down to the Breakfast a lot this 
year in this or my Jaguar XJR-S. It’s really 
good, and great that it’s free. There’s never 
any problem with people mucking about 
with the cars; everyone’s an enthusiast so 
you just park it up and leave it. 

“Today’s weather isn’t good for soft-tops 
and there’s a tendency for Alfas to dissolve 
when they see rain, but I much prefer to see 
the car used. I’m not one to sit and polish a 
car – I’d much rather see patina of old age 
and that the car’s seen some use rather 
than just sitting in a garage.”

The Goodwood circuit holds an 
informal early morning gathering 
on the � rst Sunday of each month 

between March and August. After the 
Revival's been and gone, there’s a � nal 
season-closer in November, and of 
course Goodwood lays on breakfast for 
the crowds. The ‘full English’ will set 
you back £12 – but there are other, 
cheaper, options on the menu…  

The Goodwood Breakfast Club
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•There are never any 
problems because 

everyone•s an enthusiastŽ
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•I•ve been to every 
one … including 
earlier this year 

when it snowedŽ

•I•ve been to every oneŽ
Mike Bridger made the short journey over 
from Wittering. “This 1965 Mercedes 230SL 
has been in the family since new – my 
brother-in-law gave it to me three years 
ago. It sat for 15 years after he gave up 
driving in London. I took it on the 
understanding that it stayed in the family. 

“I’ve been involved with Goodwood in 
the past helping at the Revival and Festival 
of Speed, so I wanted to come down here. 
Plus it’s somewhere to show it off and a 
good excuse to have a drive.

“It’s wonderful – when it started, there 
were maybe 150 of us attending. I’ve been 
to every one of the Breakfasts, including 
earlier this year when it snowed. I don’t like 
getting the car wet but what can you do? 
It’ll get dried off as soon as I get home.”

Owner•s View

•It•s always goodŽ
Phil Parmenter had an hour’s drive from 
Haywards Heath to get to Goodwood this 
morning. “I’ve owned this 1957 MGA for 
10 years,” he explains. “It’s fairly original, 
and never been restored – just painted. I’ve 
been down to the Breakfast quite a few 
times. It’s always very good. The Supercars 
one last month was great – I came in an 
ordinary car then, though.”

If it didn’t have a steel roof, it 
was welcome at the Breakfast.

Mike Bridger’s 1965 
Mercedes Benz.

‘Garish’ was one passer-by’s 
description, but we loved 
those whitewalls.

The paddocks on the infield 
were filled to capacity.

Is your classic’s engine as clean 
as this Bentley’s?

One of a pair of C-type Jaguars.

Morgan and 
a pair of 

Mercedes.

Phil’s MGA enjoys the ‘liquid sunshine’.

The glorious sound of this Bentley rolling in stopped us in our tracks.

Good 2CVs seem to be getting rare.

Owner•s View
1947 Packard was stunning.

Variety is the name of 
the game at Goodwood.

40  CLASSICS MONTHLY  OCTOBER 2008

Dawn Till Dusk Summer Events

CLM142.dawn   Sec1:40 4/8/08   7:29:51 pm



•Never light 
and ” ingable, but 

strong and reliableŽ

•I•m here every SundayŽ
Antonia Pritchard has come 30 miles in her 
recently acquired 1951 Wolseley 6/80. “I 
bought it at auction,” she says. “It’s the last 
of the real Wolseleys – they handle well, 
and go well for a 2.2-litre. Around 1948, 
I was blown away by the look of a new 
streamlined Sunbeam Talbot 80 and I’ve 
been mad about cars ever since.

“I’ve been coming here since it started 
and I try to bring a different car every week. 
I’ve got several, including a 1938 Talbot 10 
Tourer, a 1948 Talbot 80, a 1955 Sunbeam 
Series 3 coupé, and a rare South African-
built Mk1 Ford Escort 1600XL. I enjoy 
coming down to see people and driving 
something different each week.”

Any pre-1983 classics are welcome. 
On a good day, the meeting, which 
runs from 4pm to 6.30pm, can attract 
well over 100 cars, all lined up 
overlooking the pier and the sea. Visit 
www.ccotp.co.uk  for details or call 
07504 798282 after 10am on Sunday to 
con� rm that the event’s taking place.

Owner•s View

PM

PM

1986 Mercedes 
proved stylish 
and fun.

If you’ve got a big car, it’s best to arrive 
early so there's room to manoeuvre.

Design still looks fresh despite the 

W107 being launched in 1974.

Antonia with one of 

her many Wolseleys.

More than one VW owner parked and went surfing.

Take the weather with you

First held in 2000, Classic Cars 
On The Prom runs every 
Sunday between Easter and the 

end of August. Cars used to meet on 
the seafront, but organisers now use a 
picturesque area of the West Overcliff 
Promenade behind the Bournemouth 
International Centre. 

Classics On The Prom

OCTOBER 2008  CLASSICS MONTHLY  41

Dawn Till DuskSummer Events

Typical – at about midday the sun 
appears. Just in time for us to get 
back in our Mercedes. The feel of 

the 300SL is transformed once the soft-
top’s down and the roads are dry. 

There’s no denying it’s more cruiser 
than sportscar but it still has a fair turn 
of speed if you’re patient. Push your foot 
down hard from standstill and very 
little happens. Then gradually the rear 
end squats and you pick up speed. 
Repeat the experience once the car’s 
rolling and there’s a far better response. 
That four-speed automatic changes so 
smoothly you barely notice. 

Above 30mph, there’s no wind 
buffeting – and you stay dry. The whole 
car feels extremely solid. Never light 
and � ingable, but strong and 
reliable. The Merc's big inside 
yet small on the outside. 

Luckily, it’s also easy to 
park – when we arrive at 
Bournemouth for Classic 
Cars on the Prom, spaces 
are � lling up. Although 
it’s still early, we’re already 
surrounded by classics. A 1925 
Rolls-Royce sits next to a pair of 
VW campers. A group of Morris 
Minors pulls in, followed by a 1967 
Pontiac sedan, a Triumph Herald, 
Rovers and a pair of Mk4 Cortinas.
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Owner•s View

•Not worried by rainŽ
Alan Kingston from Poole arrived in his soft-
top 1947 Standard 8.

“There aren’t many left,” he says. “It was 
restored in the early 1990s in Southampton 
– I bought it two and a half years ago. 

“This is the � rst Prom I’ve been to this 
year; last year, I came several times. The 
appeal of the event… well, I won’t say to 
get away from the wife. I enjoy coming 
down here to blow the cobwebs away and 
have a break. I’m not worried by a bit of 
rain – the Standard has a roof that works 
and stays on. There’s no point in cosseting 
it, it’s got to be a fairly practical vehicle. 
Otherwise, with our British weather you’d 
never use the car, would you?”

Owner•s View

Cute Austin A35 is a work in progress.

Alan has 
a sensible 
attitude 
toward his 
Standard.

Dave’s Cadillac is 

practical and usable.

Tim Langrish’s  

6/110 – there’s 

another of his 

cars on page 94.

Beetle has a Wizard 
roadster conversion.

1925 Rolls-Royce would be a 
lovely way to travel home.

Moggie owners seem to travel in 
convoy – this was one of four.

Immaculate Jensen Interceptor 
attracted a lot of attention.

James deciding if a Cal-look Beetle 
or a Mk2 Jag might better suit his image.

Rover P4 looked great.

Owner•s View•Wind in our hairŽ
Dave Wischhusen drove from Bournemouth 
in air-conditioned luxury in his rare 1957 
Cadillac Eldorado Seville.

“We imported it from California four 
years ago. It’s very straight, exactly as it 
came from the factory. The car’s been laid 
up since Christmas and I wanted an excuse 
to bring it out. We come here most Sundays 
just to get the wind in our hair. 

“Everyone’s concerned about petrol 
prices but with a car like this you’re not 
using it every day. Some people like drinking 
beer – we prefer to put our money into the 
car and enjoy it. It’s practical to own today, 
as long as you’ve got a big garage. On 
cross-ply tyres, one bump and off it would 
go, but with radials it handles almost like a 
modern car, apart from the body roll. The 
Cadillac always puts a smile on our faces.”

Dawn Till Dusk Summer Events

•It•s a great laugh 
and a bit of fun on a 
Sunday afternoonŽ

Minors lined up. 1951 Wolseley interior.

Diesel classic
Tim Langrish from Chandlers Ford pulls up 
in a Wolseley 6/110 that’s making an 
unusual noise for a classic car. “It’s got an 
FX4 taxi diesel engine,” he explains. “I had 
to reshape the bulkhead a little but 
otherwise it bolted right in. I get about 
30mpg. I added power steering and the 
brakes are now air-assisted. 

“We’ve been down here a few times but 
started to get fed up of queuing. On a Bank 
Holiday, it took 40 minutes to get in. It’s 
easy to criticise but I think they shouldn’t 
stop people at the gate, just wave them in 
and then talk to them. It happens at other 
shows, too. We’ve come for a walk along 
the seafront and because you can park here 
for free if you turn up in an old car.”
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Thanks to 
Club GT (www.clubgt.co.uk  / 020 7935 
8485) for supplying the Mercedes 300SL.

“We’re all nice people who enjoy classic 
cars,” says Dave Fletcher, one of today’s 
marshals. “We have to explain to visitors that 
we’re not a club – this is an open invitation 
for pre-1983 cars and anyone who wants to 
come and join us. It’s a nice place to � nish a 
club run. As long as clubs tell us they’re 
coming, we’ll save an area for them.

“People like it because it’s not formal. 
There’s no entry fee but we do ask for a 
donation as it costs over £1000 a year for 
insurance and printing costs. We’ve got a few 
loyal sponsors and hope to run it all through 
the year. Even in foul weather, people turn up 
expecting us to be open. 

“We’ll continue as long as people want us 
to – there’s probably loads of them in the 
area who don’t even know we’re here. It’s 
Bournemouth’s best-kept secret. I see old cars 
locally and think ‘why don’t they come 
along?’ I followed three classic Porsches the 

•We bring the childrenŽ
Richard Buckland from Christchurch has 
owned this 1972 Hillman Avenger for four 
years. It’s had one previous owner and 
covered just 41,000 miles. 

“Everything’s original including the 
paintwork,” he says. “It’s lasted well for any 
car, let alone an Avenger! In 1980, my � rst 
car was an Avenger – when we decided to 
get a classic it had to be an Avenger. I want 
to keep it as original as possible and 
hopefully never have to respray it. It’s easy 
to get parts and very basic.

“We come down every few weeks. It’s 
a great show – you’ve got the sunshine and 
the beach. The children can come down 
with us and go to the beach if they get 
bored with the cars.”

would make a perfect destination for  
clubs. It’s all been thoroughly uplifting.

As we make our way home, I’m struck 
by how many people are determined to 
not let bad weather, legislation and fuel 
prices get in the way of them enjoying 
their car – old or new. 

The message today has clearly been to 
get out and use your classic, meet other 
enthusiasts, and don’t worry about the 
rain – it’ll wipe off. 

PM

Owner•s View

The Merc provided effortless cruising 
from Goodwood down to Bournemouth.

Note the period air 
conditioner on the driver’s door.

Some of the hard-
working volunteers who 
make the show possible.

A novel method of 
stopping your van 
from rolling away.

Richard’s Avenger is an 

original and tidy example.

Note how much taller this Rover is 

compared to the Mk4 Cortina next to it…

Slotmag wheels 
really suit this Triumph.

This Mk1 Cortina
belongs to a marshal.

Marshal•s View

other day. When they stopped, I jumped out 
with lea� ets!

“I’d like to think it’ll go from strength to 
strength. There’s about 10 of us on the 
committee and another 10 who marshal – all 
volunteers. It’s not easy to organise but we 
try to present a professional image.  

“Considering the weather we’ve done very 
well today – over 50 cars when we really 
weren’t expecting many. We’ve had 170 
before. It’s a great laugh and a bit of fun on 
a Sunday afternoon.” 

Rain won•t stop play
There’s been a recurring theme 

throughout today. From 
Goodwood to Bournemouth, 

people have told us that we’ve picked a 
bad day to visit because numbers will be 
down due to the weather. But if that’s the 
case, the classic car scene is in rude 
health. Goodwood obviously attracts its 
fair share of modern vehicles, but there 
were still hundreds of cars there, the 
majority of which were classics.

And as for Bournemouth, the wide 
variety of cars on display – in 
diminished numbers or not – made it a 
superb end to a day spent sticking two 
� ngers up at the climate. Either meeting 
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